CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

This chapter presents general account of the prestemy. It covers
background of the study which is the reason whywingéer does his research,
statement of the problem, objective of the studyniicance of the study, scope

and limitation of the study, and definition of ttegm.

1.1. Background of the Study

As a social creature, human is given languages ctommunication.
Language is a basic need for human communicatiexpoess ideas, thoughts
and feelings. Most human knowledge and culturease stored and transmitted
in language, written and oral. It is proven thaigaage is very necessary among
many different cultures. Through language peopledmvelop their personality,
intelligence, skill and attitude to communicate hwdthers. In this world, there
are so many languages used by people. One of tls¢ faxmous languages is
English.

Why do people want to learn foreign languagege@slly English?
Some people want to study English because thex tihioffers a change for
progress in their personal lives. With two langusgbey would probably get a
better job than if they only know their mother taeg However, every language

has its own rules and uniqueness and so does Bnglis



2
In learning English, just like learning any othanguages, there are four
skills that should be mastered. They are listerspgaking, reading and writing.
Speaking and writing involve language productioa, teey are regarded as
productive skills. Listening and reading, on théesthand, involve receiving
messages, so they are regarded as receptive skills.

As one of language skills, reading plays more irtgna role. By reading
various printed materials such as newspapers, nmgznovels, academic
books and so on, we are able to get a lot of inddion, knowledge, enjoyment
and even problem solutions. According to Nuttalo&30), “Reading is a highly
effective means of extending our command of langtiagherefore in learning
process students also need to develop their masiglish skill especially in
reading because reading plays an important rallearclassroom where language
learning is the central purpose.

However, reading English text is not as easy astipeople think. Some
students of Ninth Grade of SMPK Giovanni Kupangeya that reading is not
their favorite activity, especially reading in ard@n language, like English.
Based on the interview with some students of Ni@thde of SMPK Giovanni
Kupang, they argued that reading an English tege@ally a narrative text is
very difficult. Sometimes students get confuseccamprehending a narrative
text they are reading. It is proven by the low megdscore. Based on the
description of the problems above, English teaclstsuld find strategies to
improve students’ interest in reading, particulaniien reading narrative text.
English teachers are expected to find approprieddriique to make students

understand narrative text and enjoy reading it.
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One of the methods used to improve students’ wtaading narrative
text is cooperative learning. According to Sla{@005:4), cooperative learning is
a method when students work in groups to achiegenthterial. It is more than
just a small group activity. It can contribute deeate a community of learners
willing to work collaboratively on goals importamto groups (Isjoni, 2009:16).
The idea is simple, class members are organizedfive or six or groups after
receiving information from the teacher. Then, theyk through the assignment
until all group members successfully understandcmdplete it.

In cooperative learning method, there are many<ioidtechniques. One
of the cooperative learning techniques is Jigsagysalv was developed by
Aronson (1978) and his colleagues from UniversityTexas. In Jigsaw, each
group consists of five to six heterogeneous memiddre materials are given to
students and each student has to understand whesds Students who have the
same task gather together and work together. Afieey have deep
comprehension, they come back to their Jigsaw gamgp share it to the other
members of the jigsaw group. By using jigsaw, #eher probably can motivate
the students to understand narrative reading text.

Based on the descriptions above, the writer wamtsonhduct a research

entitled “Improving Students’ Understanding of Narrative Reading Text by
Using Jigsaw” (A Classroom Action Research at the iNth Grade Students

of SMPK Giovanni Kupang in the school year 2014/2)).



1.2. Statement of the Problem
According to the background of the study above, piheblems to be
answered are as follows:

1. Is jigsaw technique effective in improving the urglanding of narrative
reading text at ninth grade students of SMPK Giavdtupang in the
school year 2014/20157

2. What is students’ level of understanding narrate@ding text after using

jigsaw technique?

1.3. Objective of the Study
Based on the statement of the problem above:

1. To find out whether jigsaw technique is effective improving the
understanding of narrative reading text at ninthdgrstudents of SMPK
Giovanni Kupang in the school year 2014/2015 or not

2. To find out the students’ level of understandingrai@ve reading text
after using jigsaw technique.

1.4. Significance of the Study
The writer expects that this study will be useful the teachers, students,
and the writer.
a) To the Teacher
The study will contribute many advantages to thgliEh teachers in
implementing the teaching language skills espgciahading through jigsaw

technique and they will develop their teaching oardusly by using a good or
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appropriate way to improve their teaching qualityveell as motivating the
students in learning narrative reading text.

b) To the Students
This technique is expected to make the students/empen they are
reading and they do not feel bored. It makes thelestts have reading
addiction. .
c) To the writer
It can help the writer to know how to use the jigsiechnique in

teaching narrative reading text.

1.5. Scope and Limitation of the Study

Cooperative Learning shows the complexity of thebpgm which is nearly

impossible for the writer to handl&he kinds of techniques of cooperative learning
method in teaching reading such as think/pair/shfigsaw, number head
together, and group investigation (Arnold;1999).this study, the writer just
focuses on using jigsaw technique to improve sttgdemderstanding of narrative
reading text at SMPK Giovanni Kupang. The writemits the study only on
jigsaw technique in teaching narrative reading textie Ninth Grade Students of

SMPK Giovanni Kupang.



1.6. Definition of Term

a)

b)

d)

Narrative Text

Narrative text is a story to entertain the audiewcethe readers
(Anderson 1997:3). Narrative can be presented @ewior spoken texts.
Cooperative learning

Cooperative learning is method of teaching that esakaximum use
of cooperative activities involving pairs or smgloups of learners in the
classroom (Richards and Rodgers (2001:19). In ghigly, it means that in
cooperative learning, the students are in a smallgand they share about the
material being taught.
Jigsaw

Jigsaw is a cooperative learning lesson desigradtékes the place of
a lecture. Each student within a team has a piédbeoinformation to be
learned by all students, and each student is raeggenfor teaching their
section to the other students on the team. Whethelpieces are put together,
the students should have the whole picture-henea@ime jigsaw (Ariyanto,
2011). In this study, jigsaw is used by the writgith the purpose of
improving students’ understanding of narrative .text
SMPK Giovanni

It is one of the private junior high schools lochteéa Ahmad Yani

Street, Kupang- NTT.



