
 
 

 

THESIS 

A STUDY ON GRAMMATICAL ERRORS IN 

WRITING ENGLISH COMPOSITION OF THE 

ELEVENTH GRADE STUDENTS OF SMA PGRI 

KUPANG IN THE SCHOOL YEAR 2015/ 2016 
 

 

 

 

 

MARIA ADELHEIT G. BOO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATIONAL SCIENCE 

FACULTY 

WIDYA MANDIRA CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY 

2015 

 



 
 

 
 

THESIS 

A STUDY ON GRAMMATICAL ERRORS IN 

WRITING ENGLISH COMPOSITION OF THE 

ELEVENTH GRADE STUDENTS OF SMA PGRI 

KUPANG IN THE SCHOOL YEAR 2015/ 2016 
 

 

 

 

 

MARIA ADELHEIT G. BOO 

REG. NO. 121 10 192 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH EDUCATION STUDY PROGRAM 

LANGUAGE AND ART DEPARTMENT  

TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATIONAL SCIENCE 

FACULTY 

WIDYA MANDIRA CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY 

2015 



 
 

 
 

THESIS 

A STUDY ON GRAMMATICAL ERRORS IN 

WRITING ENGLISH COMPOSITION OF THE 

ELEVENTH GRADE STUDENTS OF SMA PGRI 

KUPANG IN THE SCHOOL YEAR 2015/ 2016 
 

 

 

Presented in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements  

for Sarjana Pendidikan Degree in English Language Education 

 

 

 

MARIA ADELHEIT G. BOO 

REG. NO. 121 10 192 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH EDUCATION STUDY PROGRAM 

LANGUAGE AND ART DEPARTMENT  

TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATIONAL SCIENCE 

FACULTY 

WIDYA MANDIRA CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY 

2015 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

MOTTO 

 

 

FAILURE IS THE CHANCE FOR YOU 

TO DO THE BEST                    

                      “ Henry Ford” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

DEDICATION 

 

THIS THESIS IS HEARTILY DEDICATED TO THE FOLLOWING 

PERSONS: 

 

 My beloved parents : Yulius Abe & Afra Tuku. 

 My beloved brother : Yohanes E. Djogo Uwa. 

 My beloved friends : Lino, Odi, Aulia, Revan, Lin, Jeni, Aulia & Novi.  

 My Beloved alma mater: Widya Mandira Catholic University. Kupang 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 

 First of all, the writer would like to give her most special thanks to the 

Almighty God for all His blessing and guidance to the writer during her life, 

particularly in finishing this writing. 

 The writer also realizes that in finishing this thesis, there are many people 

who support her. Therefore, she would like to thank and appreciate them all, as 

mentioned below. 

1. Dr. Damianus Talok, MA, as the Dean of the Teacher Training and 

Educational Science Faculty of Widya Mandira Catholic University, who 

helped the writer with all administrative affairs so this study could be 

conducted. 

2. Dr. Drs. Kletus Erom, M. Hum, as the Head of English Education Study 

Program for being wise in assisting the writer for the sake of all her academic 

administration as a student of the English Education Study Program.  

3. Drs. Thomas O. Dosinaeng, MA, as the first advisor, and Maria G. Djehatu, 

S.Pd as the second advisor, who helped and guided the writer during the 

process of writing this thesis.  

4. Both her examiners, Dr. Drs. Kletus Erom, M. Hum, and Yohanis Nurak Siwa, 

S. Pd, M. Pd for their suggestions and corrections for the improvement of this 

study since the proposal seminar and thesis examination.  

5.  All the lecturers of English Education Study Program who have been good 

teachers in sharing their worth knowledge and experience. 



 
 

 
 

6. The Headmaster of SMA Swasta Terakreditasi PGRI Kupang, for the chance 

given to the writer to conduct this study. 

7. Adrianus Ndapakali, S.Pd as English teacher of researched school and also 

collaborative teacher in this study, who helped the writer during the research 

time. 

8. All the students of class XI IB, for their participation during the research.  

9. Her beloved parents, brother, and big family for the love, prayers, supports, 

and advice to the writer.  

10. All her friends for their kindness and helpful suggestions. 

 The writer realizes that this writing has not been perfect yet. Therefore, the 

writer welcomes any constructive comments and criticism for its improvement.  

 

 

Kupang, November 9
th

 2015 

 

 

The Writer 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

ABSTRACT 

 

 

This study is entitled “A STUDY ON GRAMMATICAL ERRORS IN 

WRITING ENGLISH COMPOSITION OF THE ELEVENTH GRADE 

STUDENTS OF SMA PGRI KUPANG IN THE SCHOOL YEAR 2015/ 

2016”. This study was held to find the answer of two questions. 1. What are the 

grammatical errors in writing English composition that might be committed by the 

eleventh grade students of SMA PGRI Kupang in the school year 2015/2016? 2. 

What are of the most common grammatical errors in writing English composition 

that might be committed by the eleventh grade students of SMA PGRI Kupang in 

the school year 2015/2016? The objectives of study are as follows 1. To know the 

grammatical errors in writing English composition that might be committed by the 

eleventh grade students of SMA PGRI Kupang in the school year 2015/2016. 2. 

To know the most common grammatical errors in writing English composition 

that might be committed by the eleventh grade students of SMA PGRI in the 

school year 2015/2016. The method used in this study was descriptive method. 

The aim of the method is to explain a situation which is observed while this 

research done. The subject of this study was the eleventh grade students of SMA 

PGRI Kupang in the school year 2015/2016. The total number of language class 

students who consistently joined in this research is 10. The instrument used by the 

writer to compile the data was written test. The writer gave two topics to the 

students, namely; “My Interesting Experience” and “My Holiday”. The students 

were asked to write recount text. They were asked to compose 2 paragraphs. The 

writer allocated 60 minutes to do the writing test. The result of the study indicates 

that: (1). The grammatical errors in writing English composition that committed 

by the eleventh grade students of SMA PGRI Kupang in the school year 

2015/2016 were misformation, omission, misodering, and addition. The total 

number of errors was 64, errors in misformation were 49, and errors in omission 

were 5, errors in misordering were 3 and errors in addition were 7. (2).The most 

common grammatical errors in writing English composition that committed by the 

eleventh grade students of SMA PGRI Kupang in the school year 2015/2016 was 

misformation (49), specifically misformation of tense. Based on the result of the 

study, the suggestion might be as follows: For the English Teacher:  (1). Based on 

the result of the study, the students made some grammatical errors in their writing 

of recount text especially misformation that dominated by tense form. In this case, 

the teacher should encourage the students to write a lot pertaining to recount text 

and the teacher should teach the students how to write a good text especially in 

writing recount text and give the students chance to practice. For the Students: (1). 

The students should learn on how to make a good writing and reading information 

about writing paragraph. And they should practice it frequently. (2). Studying 

intensively focusing on grammar particularly tense form in writing recount text. 
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