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ABSTRAC

Economics as a positive and empirical science has developed very rapidly. There is no
doubt that economics has contributed a lot to the economic development of individuals,
communities, nations and countries. Economics with all its branches has been able to provide an
explanation of economic phenomena that occur in concrete life. More than that, economics can
provide predictions on the activities or realities of economic life that are close to the truth.
Economics, if studied, can make people in decision-making become more rational. The essence
of the economic problem is the existence of an imbalance between unlimited human needs and
very limited means of satisfying needs. In economics itself there are many streams of economics
consisting of pre-classical economics, classical economics, and modern economics.

Classical economics is generally considered to be the first modern school in the history of
economic thought. The Wealth of Nations has become influential because it has vigorously made
the field of economics and its development into a systematic and independent discipline. There is
no denying that Adam Smith's economic thought is indeed empirical and positivist, even though

behind his explicit statements there is a hidden economic philosophy.
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KATA PENGANTAR

Kesejahteraan adalah suatu kondisi yang sangat diidamkan oleh seluruh umat manusia.
Tidak ada manusia di dunia ini yang tidak menginginkannya karena di dalamnya terkandung
makna segala kenikmatan hidup, seperti kebahagiaan, ketenteraman, kemakmuran dan keadilan.
Karena itu tidak heran jika manusia menguras semua energi pemikirannya dalam mencari
“petunjuk™ yang paling tepat untuk mencapai kondisi tersebut. Sehingga dalam sejarah
peradaban manusia, lahirlah ideologi-ideologi yang berfungsi sebagai “petunjuk®™, seperti
kapitalisme dan sosialisme yang banyak dianut oleh negara-negara di dunia. Tujuan dari suatu
sistem ekonomi pada prinsipnya ditentukan oleh pandangannya tentang dunia, yang
mengetengahkan pertanyaan-pertanyaan tentang bagaimana alam semesta ini muncul dari tujuan

hidup.
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