
CHAPTERI

INTRODUCTION

InthischapterthewriterwouldliketopresentBackgroundoftheResearch,Statementofthe

ResearchProblem,ObjectiveoftheResearch,SignificanceoftheResearch,ScopeandLimitationofthe

Research,andDefinitionofTerms.

1.1BackgroundoftheStudy

InIndonesia,Englishisthefirstforeignlanguagetaughtatschoolanditisconsideredasan

importantsubjectforstudentswithwhichtheycanacquireknowledge,anddevelptechnology,art,and

culture.Basedontheschoolcurriculum,Englishisasubjectconsistingoffourskills,suchaslistening,

speaking,reading,andwriting.Moreover,therearesomeelementsofEnglishthatshouldbetaughtto

supportthesefourskill,namely:grammar,vocabulary,andpronunciation.

Languagelearnersneedtomasterthesaidfour(4)skills.Forspeaking,therearestandard

competenciesforstudents,namely:(1)expressingmeaninginverysimpleconversationtodowith

surroundingenvironment,(2)expressingmeaninginspokenfunctiontextandverysimplemonologinthe

formdescriptiveandrecounttodointeractionwithsurroundingenvironment(Eleonor,1999)Nowadays,

peoplebelievethatifthegoalofEnglishcourseistrulytoenablestudentstocommunicateinEnglish,then

speakingshouldbetaughtandpracticed.Speakingissofundamentalforhumancommunication.We

spendmoretimetospeakthantoreadandtowrite.Therefore,inteachingEnglish,speakingshouldbe

givenmoreemphasis.(Wendy,2007)

Basedonthewriter’sexperiencewhenjoiningtheoutreachprogramofstudentsoftheEnglish

EducationStudyProgramatSMKNegeriKobalimaTimurMalaka,thewriterfoundoutthatmanystudents

areunabletospeakEnglish.Itisconcludedthattherearesomeproblemsthathinderstudentstospeak.

Perhapstheyhaveonlysomewordswhichcannothelpexpressingsomeinformation.Next,maybe,they

areafraidtomakemistakesinpronuciationorstructure.Theycannotconstructsentence,inEnglish



whenspeaking.BasedonthesethewriterintendstodoclassroomActionResearch(CAR)byusing

NumberdHeadsTogethertechnique.

NumberHeadsTogether(NHT)isoneofthetechniquesincooperativelearning.Accordingto

Jolliffe(2007)“cooperativelearning”requirespupilstoworktogetherinsmallgroupstosupporteach

othertoimprovetheirownlearningandthatofothers.However,itisnotquitesosimple,becausethere

mightbesomehardargumentsinspeaking,whichlearnerscannotproducer.Inanotherwords,

cooperativelearninginvolvesagroupofstudentsworkingtohelpthegroupmemberstounderstandthe

materialaboutandtospeakaboutit.

Then,numberheadsconsistsgroupsandeachgroupconsiststingoffourstudents.Therulesof

numberheadstogetherare,(1)teacherwilldivide,theclassintoseveralgroupsoffourstudentsineach

group.(2)teacherasksaquestionbasedonthetext.(3)studentsineachgroupputtheirheadstogether

anddiscussfortheanswer,and(4)teachercallsnumberrandomly.Thestudentwiththatnumberspeaks

outtheirgroup’sanswer.Thisactivityconcernsthepracticespeakingingroups.Alsoittrainsthestudent

tosocializeandhelponeanother.

Aimedwithallthese,thewriterwouldliketoconducttheresearchentitled“TheUseofNumber

HeadsTogetherTechniquetoImproveSpeakingSkillofEleventhGradeStudentsofSMKNegeriKobalima

TimurMalakaintheschoolyear2020/2021”.

1.2ResearchProblems

Basedonthebackgroundoftheresearch,theresearchquestionscanbeformulatedasfollows:

1. IstheNumberHeadsTogether(NHT)techniqueeffectivetoimprovespeakingskillofSMK

KobalimaTimurstudents?

2.WhatisthespeakingskillleveloftheSMKKobalimaTimurstudentsafterbeingtaughtusing

NumberHeadsTogethertechnique?



1.3ObjectivesoftheStudy

Basedontheresearchproblems,theobjectivesofthestudyare:

1. Tofindoutwhetherornotthenumberheadstogethertechniqueeffectivetoimprovespeaking

skillofSMKKobalimaTimurstudents.

2.TofindoutthespeakingskilllevelofSMKKobalimaTimurstudentsafterbeingtaughtusing

numberheadstogethertechnique.

1.4SignificanceoftheStudy

Thestudyhassomecontributionsinthefollowingaspects:

1.Theoriticallycontribution

Theresultofthestudyisexpectedtoenrichthenumberofstudiesaboutteachingstrategies.

2.PedagogicalContribution

TheresultofthestudycanbeaninputfortheteacherofEnglishattheresearchedschoolaboutthe

strategytoteachspeakingtostudents.

3.Practically

Theresearchcanbeusedtoenrichthewriter’sknowledgeonteachingspeakingskillusingnumber

headstogethertechniques.




