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ABSTRACT

This study is entitled: “A STUDY ON READING COMPREHENSION
ABILITY OF THE EIGHTH GRADE STUDENTS OF SMPK MUDER

TERESA KUPANG IN THE SCHOOL YEAR 2017/2018”. It was conducted to
answer the following questions: (1) Are the eighth grade students of SMPK Muder
Teresa Kupang able to comprehend descriptive texts?, (2) What is the
comprehension ability level of the eighth grade students of SMPK Muder Teresa
Kupang in comprehending reading descriptive texts?, (3) What are the difficulties
encountered by the eighth grade students of SMPK Muder Teresa Kupang in
comprehending reading descriptive texts? The study is done for the following
objectives. (1) To find out whether or not the eighth grade students of SMPK
Muder Teresa Kupang are able understand descriptive text they have read, (2) To
find out the ability level of the eighth grade students of SMPK Muder Teresa
Kupang in reading descriptive texts, (3) To find the difficulties faced by the the
eighth grade students of SMPK Muder Teresa Kupang in reading descriptive texts.
To answer the questions mentioned above, the writer used normative survey
method.The subject of this study was the eighth grade students of SMPK Muder
Teresa Kupang. They were 15 students and the writer took all of them as subject of
this study. In collecting data the writer used “Test” as instrument. It consisted of 4
reading texts entitled (1) Peter’s followed by 10 questions, (2) The Hobbit followed
by 10 questions, (3) My Pet followed by 5 questions, (4) Paris followed by 5
questions. The results of the study show that the eighth grade students of SMPK
Muder Teresa Kupang in the school year 2017/2018 were able to comprehend
reading text. Their level of comprehension ability is “Fairly Good” (69.27 %). It
is based on their average grade as in the test. Even though their level of ability is
fairly good, there are still some difficulties faced by the students. They answered
the questions incorrectly. Therefore, the writer suggests the English teacher of
SMPK Muder Teresa Kupang to give more practices to the students in reading
English text. Particularly practice on finding the main idea of the text and also the
teacher should help them to master grammar and vocabulary to help them to
comprehend reading text.



TABLE OF CONTENTS

ABSTRACT ..o
TABLE OF CONTENTS......ooiiiieeeceseseeie

CHAPTER | INTRODUCTION.....ccctiireeieieieriesesie e
1.1. Background of the Study..........ccceceeviveieieerennnnns
1.2. Statement of the Problem...........ccccooriiieienenne
1.3. Objectives of the Study .........ccceeveevvecvvieieens
1.4. Significance of the Study ........ccccevvriiieiennnne
1.5. Scope and Limitation ........ccccceecvveerveinseenennns
1.6. Definition of TEMS.......ccooceeviriinieeeereeeene

CHAPTER Il REVIEW OF RELATED LITERARURE

2.1.TheOry OF CONCEPLS......ceevurrreeriereerreerieeeesieeseeneens
2.1.1.Definition of Reading.........cccccovveevveiveeeseenee,
2.1.2.Typesof Reading .......ccccocevirinneeneneneeeen,
2.1.3.Purpose of Reading .........ccccvvevverieeseeieeneesieenen,
2.1.4.Reading Comprehension..........ccoceeveereeneeneennen
2.1.5.Basic Levels of Reading Comprehension..........
2.1.6.DesCriptive TEXL .....ccoeeieneenieeie e
2.1.6.1 The Definition of Descriptive Text ................
2.1.6.2 The Purposes of Descriptive Text..................
2.1.6.3 Kinds of Descriptive TEXt ........ccovveevrveeerinenee.
2.1.6.4 The Structure of Descriptive Text..................
2.2.Review of Previous StUdIes ..........ccccceverereniennens



2.3.Theoretical FrameWOorK ..........eeeeee oo aaeee 17

CHAPTER 111l RESERCH METHODOLOGY ....ccooeiiriiriirierenerieeeen, 19
3.1.RESEACH DESIGN....couiiiiieiieie et e 19
3.2.Subject Of the SUAY ......ccvevereeceeeeer e 19
3.3.Research INSLUMENTS .......ooiiiieieeee e 20
3.4.The Standar of Measurement ............cecevereeierenene e 20
3.5.Procedure of Data Gathering..........ccoceveriereenenieneere e 21
3.6.Procedure of the Data ANalySIS.......cccceveeiereeresieseesie e 22

CHAPTER IV ANALYSISAND DATA DISCUSSION......cccovrerienene 23
4.1 DAB ANAIYSIS .....eiiiieieeiesieee e e 23
4.2 DISCUSSION ....eviiiiieiieiesiestaste s sbe st e e st saesbesaessesse e eneens 40

CHAPTER V CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS........cccccoevrerennnne. 46
5.1 CONCIUSION ..ottt sttt s ee e 46
IV T o [0 - (o] o P 47

BIBLIOGRAPHY ..ottt 48

APENDICES ..ottt sttt 50
Apendix | Reading TeXL......c.coveieieeceee e 51
APENdiX 1 ANSWEN KEY ..ottt 60
Apendix 1l Students” Answer SNeets ........cccocveverievieereeceseere e 61
Letter of RecOmMmMENdation...........cccceveererienierieeee e 123

Xi



