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ABSTRACT

This research is entitled: The Analysis of Descriptive Texts Written by EFL
Students in Class XI of Sint Carolus Catholic High School Kupang. This
study was conducted to examine the descriptive writing ability of eleventh-grade
students at SMAK Sint Carolus Kupang by focusing on five assessment
components: content, generic structure, grammar, vocabulary, and mechanics. The
data were obtained from nineteen student essays written under the topic “Describe
your favorite or most memorable person in your life.” The analysis employed the
Jacobs et al. (1981) scoring rubric, integrating both quantitative scoring and
qualitative interpretation. The results indicate that students’ descriptive writing
proficiency still requires considerable improvement. The total score achieved by
all participants was 1020, with an average score of 53.6, which is classified within
the Average category (41-60). Individual scores ranged from 30, categorised as
‘Fair, to 82, categorized as Good, while none of the students reached the Excellent
level (81-100). Among the five evaluated aspects, content appeared relatively
stronger, as most students were able to convey their main ideas clearly. However,
their descriptions tended to be brief and insufficiently developed. The primary
difficulties were found in generic structure, grammar usage, vocabulary selection,
and mechanical accuracy. For instance, errors in subject-verb agreement
frequently occurred, vocabulary use was often repetitive (such as beautiful, kind,
and good), and problems with spelling and punctuation negatively affected clarity.
These issues resulted in texts that were sometimes incoherent, repetitive, and
linguistically inaccurate. Overall, although students demonstrated basic
competence in descriptive writing, their ability to expand ideas, organise texts
effectively, apply grammatical rules consistently, use varied vocabulary, and
maintain proper mechanics remains limited. The findings highlight a discrepancy
between curriculum expectations and students’ actual performance, supporting
previous research suggesting that EFL learners generally can generate initial ideas
but still struggle with linguistic and technical accuracy. Therefore, the study
suggests adopting innovative instructional approaches, including collaborative
learning, technology integration, and scaffolding techniques, to enhance students’
descriptive writing skills and reduce the gap between expected standards and
actual achievement.

Keywords: descriptive text, EFL, writing skills, error analysis



ABSTRAK

Penelitian ini berjudul: Analisis Teks Deskriptif yang Ditulis oleh Siswa EFL
Kelas XI Sekolah Menengah Katolik Sint Carolus Kupang. Penelitian ini
dilakukan untuk mengkaji kemampuan menulis deskriptif siswa kelas XI SMAK
Sint Carolus Kupang dengan berfokus pada lima komponen penilaian: isi, struktur
generik, tata bahasa, kosakata, dan mekanika. Data diperoleh dari sembilan belas
esai siswa yang ditulis dengan topik “Deskripsikan orang favorit atau paling
berkesan dalam hidupmu.” Analisis menggunakan rubrik penilaian Jacobs et al.
(1981), yang mengintegrasikan skor kuantitatif dan interpretasi kualitatif. Hasil
penelitian menunjukkan bahwa keterampilan menulis deskriptif siswa masih
memerlukan peningkatan yang signifikan. Total skor yang dicapai seluruh peserta
adalah 1020, dengan rata-rata 53,6, yang dikategorikan dalam kategori Average
(41-60). Skor individu berkisar antara 30 (kategori Fair) hingga 82 (kategori
Good), sementara tidak ada siswa yang mencapai kategori Excellent (81-100).
Dari lima aspek yang dinilai, isi tampak relatif lebih kuat karena sebagian besar
siswa mampu menyampaikan ide utama dengan jelas. Namun, deskripsi yang
dihasilkan cenderung singkat dan kurang berkembang. Kesulitan utama ditemukan
pada struktur generik, penggunaan tata bahasa, pemilihan kosakata, dan ketepatan
mekanika. Misalnya, kesalahan subject-verb agreement sering terjadi,
penggunaan kosakata cenderung berulang (seperti beautiful, kind, dan good), serta
masalah ejaan dan tanda baca yang memengaruhi kejelasan. Permasalahan ini
menghasilkan teks yang kadang tidak koheren, repetitif, dan kurang akurat secara
linguistik. Secara keseluruhan, meskipun siswa menunjukkan kompetensi dasar
dalam menulis deskriptif, kemampuan mereka untuk mengembangkan ide,
mengorganisasi teks secara efektif, menerapkan aturan tata bahasa secara
konsisten, menggunakan kosakata yang bervariasi, dan menjaga ketepatan
mekanika masih terbatas. Temuan ini menyoroti adanya kesenjangan antara
harapan kurikulum dan pencapaian aktual siswa, serta mendukung penelitian
sebelumnya yang menunjukkan bahwa pembelajar EFL umumnya mampu
menghasilkan ide awal tetapi masih kesulitan dalam akurasi linguistik dan teknis.
Oleh karena itu, penelitian ini menyarankan penerapan pendekatan pembelajaran
inovatif, termasuk pembelajaran kolaboratif, integrasi teknologi, dan teknik
scaffolding, untuk meningkatkan keterampilan menulis deskriptif siswa dan
mengurangi kesenjangan antara standar yang diharapkan dan pencapaian aktual.

Kata Kunci: teks deskriptif, EFL, keterampilan menulis, analisis kesalahan



TABLE OF CONTENT

APPROVAL SHEET ...oiiieteestee e i
EXAMINATION BOARD .....cviiiiiienee e ii
PERNYATAAN ORISINALITAS. ..o i
MOTTO bbbt et e nan e iv
DEDICATION ..ottt %
ACKNOWLEDGMENT ..ottt Vi
AB ST RA CT e iX
TABLE OF CONTENT ..o Xi
CHAPTER | INTRODUCTION ....ooiiiiiiiieise e 1
1.1. Background Of StUAY .......ccccoeiieiiiiccece e 1
1.2. Research Problem ... 3
1.3. ODBJECtiVE OF STUAY ....oveviiiiiiieieiieiee e 3
1.4. Significance Of The STUAY ..o 5
CHAPTER Il LITERATURE REVIEW .....cccccoviiiiiiiieiceseee e 6
0 T I 1 T oY ST ST PSSRSO 6
2. L L WITEING oottt bbbt 6
2.1.2 DESCIIPTIVE TEXT ..ottt 10
2.2. Review Of Previous STUAIES .......ccccovviiiiiiniieieiee e 15
2.3. Conceptual FrameworK ..o 17
CHAPTER 11l RESEARCH METHODOLOGY ....cccccecoviiieeeiee e 19
3.1. RESEAICH DESIGN .ottt 19
3.2. Participants Of The Study .........cccccoviiiiiii e 19
3.3. Research Location and TIMEe .......ccccocviiiieiiniieiee e 20
3.4. The Instrument Of The StUdY .......cccooceiiiiiiiie e 20
3.5. Procedure Of Data Gathering ........c.ccoceveiiiiniiniiienese e 20
3.6. Technique Of Data ANalYSIS ......cccccoeviiiiiii i 21
CHAPTER IV RESULT AND DISCUSSION .....cccoccovviiiiiineieese e 23
A1, FINGINGS ©otiiiiiiiiieieee bbbt 23
I 1S ot U 3] o] o SR 40

Xi



4.2.1 Research Findings on Students’ Ability .................cccooooiiiiiiiinnn 43

4.2.2 Comparison with Previous Research ..........c.ccoceovveiiienininiinicen, 44
CHAPTER V CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION ....ccccoooniiniiiiiiine, 45
5.1, CONCIUSION vttt bbbt 45
5.2. SUGGESTIONS ..ot e 46
REFERENCE ...t 48
APPENDICES ..o 51
Appendix 1: Writing Taks Student ..........c.ccccevveiiiiiieecceceee e 51
Appendix 2: Research DOCUMENTAtioN ...........ccocvvvrieiiiieiene e, 70

xii



