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ABSTRAK 

Penelitian ini mengkaji peran pasar rakyat PLBN Motaain sebagai arena 

rekonsiliasi pascakonflik antara masyarakat eks-Timor Timur dan warga Timor-

Leste. Meskipun hubungan kedua negara telah dinormalisasi, interaksi 

masyarakat masih dipengaruhi trauma dan ketidakpercayaan akibat sejarah 

konflik. Dengan menggunakan teori praktik sosial Pierre Bourdieu, penelitian 

ini menelaah bagaimana habitus, berbagai bentuk modal, arena, dan praktik 

sosial membentuk pola interaksi yang mendukung pemulihan hubungan sosial 

di kawasan perbatasan. Melalui pendekatan kualitatif dengan metode studi 

kasus, data diperoleh melalui observasi, wawancara, dan dokumentasi di 

lingkungan pasar PLBN Motaain. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa 

aktivitas jual beli, komunikasi informal, dan pertukaran sosial mendorong 

terbentuknya relasi yang lebih terbuka, cair, dan kooperatif. Pasar rakyat 

berperan dalam mentransformasi habitus pascakonflik dan memperkuat 

kepercayaan serta solidaritas antarwarga. Meskipun terdapat hambatan seperti 

ketimpangan modal dan sisa trauma historis, pasar rakyat tetap menjadi ruang 

sosial yang signifikan dalam membangun rekonsiliasi berbasis keseharian. 

Temuan ini menegaskan bahwa rekonsiliasi tidak hanya melalui mekanisme 

formal negara, tetapi juga melalui praktik sosial yang berlangsung secara 

organik di tingkat masyarakat 

 Kata Kunci : Pasar Rakyat, Rekonsiliasi, Praktik Sosial, Warga Eks  

   Timor-Timur 
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 ABSTRACT 

This study examines the role of the Motaain PLBN traditional market as an arena for 

post-conflict reconciliation between the former East Timorese community and the 

citizens of Timor-Leste. Although relations between the two countries have been 

normalized, community interactions are still influenced by trauma and mistrust 

resulting from the history of conflict. Using Pierre Bourdieu's theory of social practice, 

this study examines how habitus, various forms of capital, arenas, and social practices 

shape patterns of interaction that support the restoration of social relations in the 

border region. Using a qualitative approach with a case study method, data were 

obtained through observation, interviews, and documentation in the Motaain PLBN 

market environment. The results show that buying and selling activities, informal 

communication, and social exchanges encourage the formation of more open, fluid, 

and cooperative relationships. The traditional market plays a role in transforming post-

conflict habitus and strengthening trust and solidarity among residents. Despite 

obstacles such as capital inequality and residual historical trauma, the traditional 

market remains a significant social space for building everyday-based reconciliation. 

These findings confirm that reconciliation does not only occur through formal state 

mechanisms, but also through social practices that take place organically at the 

community level. 

Keywords: People's Market, Reconciliation, Social Practices, Former East Timorese 

Residents 
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