
i 
 

THESIS 

AN ANALYSIS ON GRAMMATICAL ERRORS 

IN WRITING DESCRIPTIVE TEXT  

OF THE EIGHTH GRADE STUDENTS  

OF  SMPK ST. ALOYSIUSNIKI-NIKI  

IN THE SCHOOL YEAR 2018/2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KARMELINA RERE MBIRA 

REG. NO : 12115107 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH EDUCATION STUDY PROGRAM 

TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATIONAL SCIENCES 

FACULTY 

WIDYA MANDIRA CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY 

KUPANG 

2019 



ii 
 

 

 

 



iii 
 

 

 

 



iv 
 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

First of all, the writer would like to express her greatest gratitude and praise 

to Almighty God for His love, blessing and guidance during her study in the 

university, especially in finishing this writing. The writer realizes that in 

completing this study, she has received support, advice and opinions from many 

people. Therefore, in this part the writer would like to express her sincere thanks to 

them all. 

1. Dr. Elvis Albertus Bin Toni, S.Pd, MA, the first advisor and Yohanes Nurak 

Siwa, S.Pd, M.Pd, the second advisor for their guidance, motivation, advice, 

support, criticism and suggestion during the process until the completion of this 

writing. 

2. Dr. Drs. Kletus Erom, M.Hum, and Dra. Floribertha Lake, SS. MA, as the 

examiners for giving suggestion and correction in proposal seminar and thesis 

examination for the improvement of this writing.  

3. All the lecturers of English study program for their valuable knowledge and 

dedication given to her during her study at Widya Mandira Catholic University. 

4. Rm. Milikhiur Tamelab, Pr. S.Fil the headmaster of SMPK St. Aloysius Niki-

niki and Beata Maria Imaculata Juan Ninu, S. Pd, the English teacher who have 

permitted and provided the time for the writer to take the needed data. 



v 
 

5. The eighth grade students of SMPK St. Aloysius Niki-niki especially the 

students from class A and B for their participation in providing the data of this 

thesis.  

6. The writer’s beloved parents, brother, sister and all familly for their help and 

prayer during the process of writing this thesis. 

7. The writer’s beloved friends: Herwika Missa, Dana Mudin, Sisilia Tunga, Rya 

Angela Ulane, Ayu Kafomai, Cristin Keraf, Ester Tiran Neneng Salmi Masang, 

and Arnoldus Kolo, 

8. The writer’s friends in boarding house: Maria Anunsiata Oriente, Roswita 

Sombo. 

9. The writer would like to give a big thanks to all of them whose names could not 

be mention here for their attention, help, contribution and support given from 

the beginning until the end of writing this thesis. The writer hopes that may 

Almighty God always bless them. 

The writer realizes that she is only the servant of the Lord who is full of 

weaknesses. As the work of human being this thesis has not yet been perfect. There 

still exist a lot of weaknesses somewhere both the content and the grammatical 

aspects. In this thesis weaknesses become the writer’s own responsibility. 

However, its strength is the merit of many persons so it is worth thinking them. 

May God bless them all.  

       Kupang, June 2019 

        The Writer 



vi 
 

 
Motto 

 

 

 

 
“I can do all thIngs through 
chrIst who strengthens me” 

(Philippians 4: 13) 

 

 

 



vii 
 

 

DEDICATION 

 
This thesis is dedicated to: 
 

1. My beloved Father, The Late Kanisius Xaverius Mbira. 

2. My beloved Mother, Maria Imaculata Resi. 

3. My beloved Brother Yohanes Exal Mbira. 

4. My beloved Sister, Vini Claudia Mbira. 

5. My beloved almamater, WidyaMandira Catholic University. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



viii 
 

 

 

 

 

ABSTRACT 

 

 

This study is entitled “AN ANALYSIS ON GRAMMATICAL ERRORS IN 

DESCRIPTIVE TEXT MADE BY THE EIGHTH GRADE STUDENTS OF  

SMPK ST. ALOYSIUS NIKI-NIKI IN THE SCHOOL YEAR 2018/2019”. 

This study was conducted to answer the following questions: (1) What kinds of 

errors made by the eighth grade students of SMP Katolik St. Aloysius Niki-niki in 

writing descriptive text? (2) What is the most common error made by the eighth 

grade students of SMP Katolik St. Aloysius Niki-niki in writing descriptive text? 

The objectives of this study were: (1) To find the kinds of errors made by the 

eighth grade students of SMP Katolik St. Aloysius Niki-niki in writing descriptive 

text. (2) To know the most common error made by the eighth grade students of 

SMP Katolik St. Aloysius Niki-niki in writing descriptive text. The writer used the 

descriptive method because it is used to describe the students’ error in writing a 

text. The subject of this study was the eighth grade students of SMPK St. Aloysius 

Niki-niki. There were two classes (class A and B) which consisted of 25 students of 

class A and 26 students of class B. The writer took 12 students in class A and 12 

students in class B randomly to be the respondents of this study. The writer gave 

them topics to choose. They were: my favorite person, my favorite place, my 

favorite animal and student’s own topic. The time allocation was 60 minutes. The 

grammatical errors made by the students were Misformation with the total number 

40 (39%), Omission 37 (36%), Misordering 14 (14%) and Addition 11 (11%). The 

most common error made by the grade students of SMP Katolik St. Aloysius Niki-

niki in writing is misformation errors. Based on the result the writer would like to 

suggest that: The students should learn more grammar especially grammatical 

aspects related to preposition, article, verbs, nouns, adjectives and adverbs. The 

teacher should pay more attention to the grammatical aspects when teaching 

especially in writing descriptive text. 

 

Keywords: Error Analysis, Descriptive Text and Grammatical Aspects. 
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