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ABSTRACT 

 

This study is entitled “A Study on Reading Comprehension Ability of the 

Seventh Grade Students of SMPN 16 Kupang In The School Year 2018/2019”. 

The study was conducted to answer the following questions. (1) Are the seventh-

grade students of SMPN 16 Kupang able to comprehend the text they read? (2) 

What is the ability level of the seventh-grade students of SMPN 16 Kupang in the 

school year 2018/2019 in reading comprehension? The objectives of the study are 

(1) to find out and to know whether the seventh grade students of SMPN 16 

Kupang able to understand reading descriptive text (2) to find out and to know the 

ability level of the seventh grade students of SMPN 16 Kupang in the school year 

2018/2019 in reading comprehension. To answer the questions mentioned above 

the writer used the descriptive qualitative method. The aim of this method is to give 

or explain the data obtained when this research was conducted. The subject of this 

study was the seventh-grade students of SMPN 16 Kupang. The total number of the 

seventh-grade students of SMPN 16 Kupang was 317 and divided into 10 classes. 

In this study, the writer chose one class of the seventh grade students as the subject 

of the study namely class VII-J based on the recommendation of the  English 

teacher of SMPN 16 Kupang. The total number of the students is 27 students, but 

the writer only took 20 students randomly. In collecting the data the writer used 

“Test” as the instrument. It consisted of 5 reading texts namely My Robot, 

Kartikasari, Isyana Saraswati, Titanic, My Timmy. The result of the study shows 

the following facts. (a) The seventh-grade students of SMPN 16 Kupang in the 

school year 2018/2019 were able to comprehend the text they read. (b) Their ability 

level was “the average” with a total score of 64.75% or 6.47 as the grade. Based on 

the result of analysis the writer would like to offer some suggestion: (1) The 

English teacher should give more practice and explanations about English reading 

text. The students should be asked to do the exercises and give more vocabularies 

to help them comprehend reading text. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



x 
 

TABLE OF CONTENT 

 

Pages 

 

INSIDE TITLE ............................................................................................... i 

 

APPROVAL.................................................................................................... iii 

 

EXAMINERS BOARD .................................................................................. iv 

 

MOTTO .......................................................................................................... v 

 

DEDICATION ................................................................................................ vi 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ............................................................................. vii 

 

ABSTRACT .................................................................................................... x 

 

TABLE OF CONTENT ................................................................................. xi 

 

CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION ................................................................... 1 

1.1 Background of the Study ....................................................................... 1 

1.2 Statement of the Problem ...................................................................... 3 

1.3 Objective of the Study ........................................................................... 3 

1.4 Significant of the Study ......................................................................... 4 

1.5 Scope and Limitation of the Study ........................................................ 4 

1.6 Definition of terms ................................................................................ 5 

 

CHAPTER II REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE .......................... 7 

2.1 Theories ................................................................................................. 7 

2.1.1 Reading ............................................................................................... 7 

2.1.1.1 Definition of Reading ...................................................................... 7 

2.1.1.2 Tyoes of Reading ............................................................................. 8 

2.1.1.3 Purpose of Reading .......................................................................... 9 

2.1.1.4 Reading Comprehension.................................................................. 11 

2.1.1.5 Aspect of Reading ........................................................................... 12 

2.1.1.6 Prosses of Reading........................................................................... 12 

2.1.2 Descriptive Text ................................................................................. 14 

2.1.2.1 The Generic Structures of Descriptive Text .................................... 14 

2.1.2.2 Language Feature of Descriptive Text ............................................ 14 

2.2 Review of Previewes Study ................................................................... 15 

2.3 Research Framework ............................................................................. 18 



xi 
 

 

CHAPTER III RESEARCH METODOLOGY .......................................... 20 

3.1 Research Design ................................................................................... 20 

3.2 Subject of the Study ............................................................................. 20 

3.3 Data Gathering ..................................................................................... 21 

3.4 Instrument of the Study ........................................................................ 21 

3.5 Technique of Data Analysis ................................................................. 21 

3.6 Standard of Measurement .................................................................... 22 

3.7 Method and Techniques of Reporting the study .................................. 23 

 

CHAPTER IVANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION ......................................... 24 

4.1 Data Analysis ............................................................................................. 24 

4.1.1 Multiple Choice ....................................................................................... 25 

4.2 Discussion .................................................................................................. 31 

 

CHAPTER V CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS ............................... 32 

5.1 Conclusion.................................................................................................. 32 

5.2 Suggestions ................................................................................................ 33 

 

BIBILIOGRAPHY ......................................................................................... 34 

 

APPENDICES ................................................................................................ 36 

Appendix 1. Test .............................................................................................. 37 

Appendix 2. Answer Key ................................................................................. 43 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


