THESIS

A STUDY ON READING COMPREHENSIONABILITY
OF THE EIGHTH GRADE STUDENTS
OF SMP NEGERI 1 KUPANG
IN THE SCHOOL YEAR 2018/2019

ROLIS HERMANTO BILI

TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATIONAL SCIENCES
FACULTY
WIDYA MANDIRA CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY
KUPANG
2019



THESIS

A STUDY ON READING COMPREHENSION
ABILITY
OF THE EIGHTH GRADE STUDENTS
OF SMP NEGERI 1 KUPANG
IN THE SCHOOL YEAR 2018/2019

ROLIS HERMANTO BILI
REG. NO.12115036

ENGLISH EDUCATION STUDY PROGRAM
TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATIONAL SCIENCES
FACULTY
WIDYA MANDIRA CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY
KUPANG
2019



THESIS

A STUDY ON READING COMPREHENSION
ABILITY
OF THE EIGHTH GRADE STUDENTS
OF SMP NEGERI 1 KUPANG
IN THE SCHOOL YEAR 2018/2019

Presented in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements
forSarjanaPendidikan Degree in English Language Education

ROLIS HERMANTO BILI
REG. NO. 121 15 036

ENGLISH EDUCATION STUDY PROGRAM
TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATIONAL SCIENCES
FACULTY
WIDYA MANDIRA CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY
KUPANG
2019



A STUDY ON READING COMPREHENSION ABILITY
OF THE EIGHTH GRADE STUDENTS
OF SMP NEGERI 1 KUPANG
IN THE SCHOOL YEAR 2018/2019

Approved by
Advisor I Adyvisor Il
Dr. Damianus Talok, MA Paulus Asa, Mag. TESOL, M.Pd
Acknowledged by

Head of English Education Study Program
Teacher Training and Educational Science Faculty

etus Erom, M.Hum



This thesis was defended before the board of examiners on J uly 10“‘, 2019

Board of Examiners

NO Names Positions Signatures
1| Dr. Damianus Talok, MA Chairman
NIDN: 0812026001 Aol
2| Paulus Asa, Mag. TESOL, M.Pd Secretary /@1\% .
NIDN: 0805115203 5
r'\
3| Dr. Drs. Kletus Erom, M.Hum Examiner | >
NIDN: 0830095901 //
4| Dra. Floribertha Lake. SS, MA . [W
g

NIDN: 0802046401

Examiner 11

5| Dr. Damianus Talok, MA
NIDN: 0812026001

Examiner II1

i AR

Acknowledged by

Dean of Teacher Training

oad of Engllsh Education




NoakownE

DEDICATION

Thisthesisisdedicatedtothefollowingpersons:

My Father, Lukas Dairo Bili, S.Pd, M.Fis.AIFO

My Mother, Rosalia Inna Wanda

My Sisters, Dinda Bili, and Tania Wungo

My Brother, Eben Woleka

My Beloved Famiy

My Beloved Friends

My Almamater, WidyaMandira Catholic University, Kupang.



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

In the first place, the writer would like to thank and praise the Almighty

God, because without any guidance and blessing from Him, this thesis would not

have been finished.

In the second place, the writer realizes that without the contribution and

support from other hands, this thesis could not have been finished. Therefore, the

writer would like to express his sincerest thank to the following persons:

1.

Dr. DamianusTalok, MA as the Dean of the Teacher Training and Educational
Science Faculty of WidyaMandira Catholic University, who has helped the
writer with the administrative affairs for the thesis.

Dr. Drs. KletusErom, M.Hum as the Head of English Education Study
Program, who has helped the writer with the administrative affairs for the
thesis.

Dr. Damianus Talok, MAas the first advisor, and Paulus Asa, Mag. TESOL,
M.Pdas the second advisor, for their guidance, ideas in writing proposal,
conducting the research, and writing this thesis.

Dr. Drs. Kletus Erom, M.Hum as the first examiner, and Dra. Floribertha Lake.
SS, MA as the second examiner, who have given some valuable inputs for the
improvement of this thesis on the content, grammatical mistakes, and technical
mistakes.

All lectures of WidyaMandira Catholic University Kupang, especially the
lecturers of English Department for their times in providing the writer with

knowledge, guidance experiences and skill during his study.

Vi



10.

11.

12.

13.

Margarice Ratu, S.Pd as the Headmistress of SMP Negeri 1 Kupang who gave
permission to the writer to conduct the research at the school.

Destise Fangidae, S.Pd, the English Teacher of SMP Negeri 1 Kupang for her
help during the period of data collection.

All the Eighth Grade students of SMP Negeri 1 Kupang who have helped the
writer to be the subject of this study.

The writer’s beloved parents, Mr. Lukas Dairo Bili and Mrs. Rosalia Inna
Wanda who always support, prayed fully and have given everything to the
writer since the beginning of this study until the end of this thesis.

The writer’s sister Dinda Bili, who always supports.

The writer’s family for the support attention.

The writer’s best friends Dini Tanono, Adrianus Tunda, Alfred Manoh,
Kenneth Umkeketoni, lan Fernandez, Joao Bosco Soarez, and Aprianus
Gandifor their kindness and attention from the beginning of this study until end
of this study.

All the writer’s friends in English Department for the togetherness, support,
attention and help since beginning until the end.

The writer believes that from their help and advice cannot be counted. May

God always bless them.

Kupang, June 2019

The Writer

vii



MOTTO

[ CAN DO ALL THINGS THROUGH CHRIST WHO
STRENGTHENS ME

(PHILIPPIANS 4:13)

viii



ABSTRACT

This study is entitled “A STUDY ON READING COMPREHENSION
ABILITY OF THE EIGHTH GRADE STUDENTS OF SMPNEGERI1
KUPANG IN THE SCHOOL YEAR 2018/2019”. The study was conducted to
answer the following questions. (1) Are the eighth-grade students of SMPN
1Kupang able to understand the text they have read? (2) What is the ability level of
the eighth grade students of SMP Negeri 1 Kupang in understanding the text they
have read? The objectives of the study are (1) To find out whether or not the eighth
grade students ofSMP Negeri 1 Kupang able to comprehend the reading text. (2)
To find out the ability level of the eighth grade students of SMP Negeri 1 Kupang
in comprehending the reading text. Toanswer the questions mentioned above the
writer used the descriptive qualitative method. The aim of this method is to give or
explain the data obtained when this research was conducted. The subject of this
study was the eighth-grade students of SMPN 1Kupang. The total number of the
eighth-grade students of SMPN 1 Kupang was 405 and divided into 13 classes.In
this study, the writer chose one class of the eighth grade students as the subject of
the study namely class VIII-C. The total number of the students is 20 students,but
the writer only tests 18 students because only 18 students were present in the class.
In collecting the data the writer used “Test” as the instrument. It consisted of 3
reading texts (1) Malin Kundang, (2) Sangkuriang, (3) A Woman and the Wolves.
The result of the study shows that (a) theeighth-grade students of SMPN 1 Kupang
in the school year 2018/2019 were able to comprehend the text they read. (b) Their
ability level is“Fairly Good” (6.7).Beside, it can be seen that, there are 2 students
(11%) at very good level, 3 students (17%) at good level, 4 students (22%) at fairly
good level, 7 students (39%) at average level and 2 students (11%) at below
average level. There were no students in excellent level, poor level, very poor level,
bad level, and very bad level. Based on the result of analysis the writer would like
to offer some suggestions: (1) For the English teacher, in order to improve the
students’ ability in reading comprehension, the English teacher should give more
explanations about English reading text and they also should help them to master
onvocabulary that can help them comprehend reading text. (2) The students should
practice English reading text. They should have English — English and English —
Indonesia dictionaries to look up the difficult words they find in reading any text.
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