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ABSTRACT 

 

 

This study is entitled An Analysis of Metaphors Used in the Discourse of 

“Tudak Ela Kelas” of Kempo Subdialect of Manggaraian Language in West 

Manggarai Regency. It is intended to investigate kinds of metaphors and the 

cultural imagery that bases the metaphors. The result of the study is useful for 

both the academic world and the practical life of the society, especially the native 

speakers of Manggaraian Language in West Manggarai Regency. 

To inspire of the study, a number of previous related studies were 

reviewed. To easily understand, direct, and limit the discussion of the study, a 

number of basic concepts were defined. To analyze the data, the theory of Cultural 

Linguistics focusing on metaphors was applied. 

The study was conducted in Noa village, Mbeliling sub District, West 

Manggarai Regency, East Nusa Tenggara Province. It is a qualitative study. The 

data were obtained through observation and the record of Tudak Ela Kelas 

discourse, interview, and note taking. For this reason, a number of questions were 

prepared. The data obtained were analyzed through steps of selection, listing, 

translation, and interpretation. The result of the data analysis is informally 

described or verbally described. 

In line with the problem statement, there found kinds of metaphors used in 

the discourse of Tudak Ela Kelas in Manggaraian Language of Kempo Sub – 

Dialect: orientational metaphors, structural metaphors and ontological metaphors. 

There are 20 metaphors as a total. One metaphorical expression belongs to 

orientational metaphors. Three metaphorical expressions belong to ontological 

metaphors. Four metaphorical expressions belong to structural metaphors. Eigth  

metaphorical expressions belong to both orientational metaphors and structural 

metaphors. One metaphorical expression belongs to both ontological metaphors 

and structural metaphors. Three metaphorical expressions belong to both 

ontological metaphor and orientational metaphor. 

It is also found the cultural imagery of the MLS that based the metaphors 

appearing in the discourse of Tudak Ela Kelas. (1) MLS believe that the death of 

the deceased is not the ending of life. He is still alive. Only the physic can 

disappear from the earth but the soul does not. It is the beginning of a new life. 

The intention of conducting the Kelas Ceremony are the following. It is formal 

parting between the living people and the deceased. It is also a ceremony of 

building a house formally in the burial place. (2) The MLS believe that the 

deceased is still living around the family. (3) The MLS believe that the deceased 

has power to protect or even to cure the human being, his/her children.  (4) The 

MLS honor very much the deceased, so that the Tudak Ela Kelas Ceremony has to 

be done as the last ceremony for the person who passed away. Death is seen as the 

event of going back to God as the owner of life and living together with the 

ancestors. (5) The MLS believe that the Tudak Ela Kelas is a prayer given by 

family to God in order that the deceased will safely arrive at the God‟s house. (6) 

The MLS believe that by doing the Tudak Ela Kelas ceremony, the family can 

block or stop the death in the family even in the whole village. (7) It seems that 

the belief of the MLS on the death is the same as other modern religion, like 



Catholic, Islam, and some others, that only the physic can disappear from the earth 

but not the soul.  

In accordance with the significance and the finding of the study some 

suggestions are proposed. (1) The experts of linguistics and other related subjects 

should do continued study or similar study to confirm and extend the linguistics 

evidence in ML or other local languages. (2) The linguistic researchers are 

suggested to do a continued research on the Discourse of Tudak Ela Kelas in the 

perspective of theory of cultural linguistics to have confirmation. 

 

Key Words: Metaphors, Manggaraian Language, Kempo Sub–Dialect, 

Manggaraian Language Speaker (MLS), Tudak Ela Kelas Discourse.  
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